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Course Description

Composition Lab (Comp Lab) provides an opportunity for students to not only learn and/or review essential
grammar and syntax found in extended academic writing but also to become skilled in the composition of academic
paragraphs, featuring the application of clear topic sentences, claims, various supporting sentences; and the
integration of related language such as various linking words and academic phrases. Each lesson will consist of
three sections: Learning and/or reviewing an element of grammar, testing of grammar and paragraph writing; the
latter should effectively integrate the eleven elements of grammar studied in this course. Composition Lab runs
parallel to Composition I, largely focusing on mastering a standardised academic paragraph.

Class plan based on course
evaluation from previous
academic year

Students will be assessed on the ability to correctly apply various grammatical structures studied each week.
The module consists of eleven types of grammar. The student will be instructed in each grammar type, then
required to complete assigned homework. Finally, students are assessed in the form of quizzes. Alongside of
these grammar quizzes, there are four 15-25 sentence paragraphs that are tested as well.

Class Style Seminar
Language of
instruction

English

(NOTE 1) Depending on the class size and the capacity of the facility, we may not be able to accommodate all students who wish to register for
the course

Course Instructor KNUDSEN David
Year Available (Grade
Level)

1

Subject Area Foundation Courses Number of Credits 1

Course Number FNDN050

Course Title Composition Lab

Prerequisites
EFAE020 English for Academic Excellence (EFAE) : B 　OR　equivalent,　AND　Placement test
* Must be taken alongside of Composition １ if entry test is not passed

Department International College of Liberal Arts

Semester Spring 2024
Year Offered
(Odd/Even/Every Year)

Every Year
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Active Learning Methods

Problem-Based Learning／Flipped Classroom／Discussion, Debate／Group Work

More details/supplemental
information on Active Learning
Methods

In Comp Lab., students are encouraged to work collectively, seeking and/or providing assistance to other class
members.

Use of ICT

-Online resources (access to grammar exercises, gathering data/information)
-Personal IT devices

iCLA Diploma Policy

(DP1) To Value Knowledge - Having high oral and written communication skills to be able to both comprehend and transfer knowledge

(DP2) To Be Able to Adapt to a Changing World - Having critical, creative, problem-solving, intercultural skills, global and independent
mindset to adopt to a changing world

(DP3) To Believe in Collaboration - Having a disposition to work effectively and inclusively in teams

(DP4) To Act from a Sense of Personal and Social Responsibility - Having good ethical and moral values to make positive impacts in the world

Learning Goals

At the end of Composition Lab., students will be able to:

-Write with greater grammatical accuracy
-Understand a standardised academic paragraph
-Become more proficient in the organisation of written information
-Understand and apply topic and essential support sentences
-Become adept at using a variety of linking words
-Improve potential punctuation and/or spelling issues

iCLA Diploma Policy DP1／DP2

Course related to the
instructor's practical
experience (Summary of
experience)

Composition Lab Assessments:
Students will be assessed on the ability to understand and correctly apply various grammatical structures
studied each week within the context of a paragraph. In each lesson, students will be instructed in each grammar
type. Respective grammar exercises are then assigned for homework. In the following lesson, students are tested
on the grammar point of the previous week. To practice paragraph writing, students are to correctly applying
respective grammar. In terms of paragraph writing assessment, four 150 words paragraphs are tested during the
module:
List of grammar to be tested:

 Simple present/Simple past
 Present perfect
 Mixed tenses
 Plural/Singular nouns
 Articles
 Subject verb agreement
 Verb tense
 Simple/compound sentences
 Complex sentences
 Punctuation
 Adverbials
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Hours
expected to
be spent
preparing
for class
(hours per
week)

2 hours Hours
expected to
be spent on
class
review
(hours per
week)

2 hours

Other Reading Materials/URL

Links

Paragraph writing:

1. Paragraph Structure - Writing strong paragraphs - LibGuides at University of Newcastle Library
2. https://libguides.hull.ac.uk/writing/paras
3. https://www.ncl.ac.uk/academic-skills-kit/writing/academic-writing/paragraphing/
4. https://academic-englishuk.com/paragraphing/

Grammar:

1. https://www.englisch-hilfen.de/en/exercises_list/alle_grammar.htm
2. https://agendaweb.org/grammar-exercises.html
3. https://www.perfect-english-grammar.com/

Plagiarism Policy

Do not allow yourself to directly copy from online sources or from others in the completion of homework tasks
and tests.  If a clear case of cheating or disingenuous conduct is determined, the student will lose 50% of the
total score for the respective written work or grammar quiz. Alongside of identifiable plagiarism, if it is
believed that writing is not that of the student’s, a short writing task will be completed in the presence of
the instructor.

The use of Google translator, ChatGPT, Quillbot, ghost writers and Grammarly
As with plagiarism, the use of google translator and other online tools such as google translator, ChatGPT,
Quillbot or paid writing services (ghost writers) and Grammarly type apps are not acceptable in the submission
of assessed writing at university. These services are neither ethical nor advantageous for your development and
potential success as a student—simply using these resources is dishonest and academically disingenuous.

Paragraph writing 45% The creation of four 150-word paragraphs
applying studied grammar

Required Textbook(s)

Suggested resources

Books

1 . Writing Paragraphs: Amazon.co.jp: Writing Paragraphs : Islam, Carlos, Zemach, Dorothy: Foreign Language
Books
2. Murphy, R. (1985). English grammar in use (Third Edition).
3. Aarts, B. (2011). Oxford Modern English Grammar Illustrated Edition.
4. Azar, B, S. (2016) Understanding and Using English Grammar 5th Edition.

Grading Methods Grading Weights Grading Content

Grammar quizzes 55% Demonstrate understanding and application of
grammar intrinsic to basic academic writing

Contents of class preparation
and review

Composition Lab. features weekly homework. Expect to spend at
least two hours on homework for every 75-minute class. All
homework is to be submitted to the Google classroom platform.
Late submissions will not be accepted unless a legitimate reason
is given.
- All submitted writing class must be typed and double spaced in
Times New Roman 12-point font, with I inch/25mm margins all
around the page
- All assessed written submissions must follow the APA style
format including front matter and end matter

Feedback Methods

The Composition Lab. instructor will provide feedback on both weekly homework and assessment tasks. The
instructor is also available for individual discussions/meetings in relation to class matters and/or content.
Students are encouraged to make a reservation with the instructor in order to achieve successful outcomes during
the course.

Grading Criteria
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Class 4

Simple present. Grammar point is introduced and explained--clarification and review are provided where needed.
Controlled practice of the grammar point is conducted, then applied within a written passage.
Homework in either the form of a quiz and/or written passage is assigned for the following week. Week three's
grammar is tested in a paragraph and/or quiz.

Class 5

Simple past. Grammar point is introduced and explained--clarification and review are provided where needed.
Controlled practice of the grammar point is conducted, then applied within a written passage. Homework in either
the form of a quiz and/or written passage is assigned for the following week. Week four's grammar is tested in a
paragraph and/or quiz.

Class 6

Present perfect. Grammar point is introduced and explained--clarification and review are provided where needed.
Controlled practice of the grammar point is conducted, then applied within a written passage.
Homework in either the form of a quiz and/or written passage is assigned for the following week. Week five's
grammar is tested in a paragraph and/or quiz.

Class 1

Induction. Teacher/student introductions, course requirements, course expectations and explanation of course
content.
Please note: Class content is subject to change based on student needs and/or class dynamics.

First grammar focus: Subject-verb agreement. Grammar is introduced and explained--clarification and review are
provided where needed. Controlled practice of the grammar point is conducted, then applied within a written
passage.
Homework in either the form of a quiz and/or written passage is assigned for the following week, where the
grammar is tested.

Class 2

Plural/Singular nouns. Grammar point is introduced and explained--clarification and review are provided where
needed. Controlled practice of the grammar point is conducted, then applied within a written passage.
Homework in either the form of a quiz and/or written passage is assigned for the following week. Week one's
grammar is tested in a paragraph and/or quiz.

Class 3

Articles. Grammar point is introduced and explained--clarification and review are provided where needed.
Controlled practice of the grammar point is conducted, then applied within a written passage.
Homework in either the form of a quiz and/or written passage is assigned for the following week. Week two's
grammar is tested in a paragraph and/or quiz.

(NOTE 2) Class schedule is subject to change

Class Schedule

Class Number Content

Other Additional Notes
(Outline crucial policies and
info not mentioned above)

It is expected that all homework tasks are completed. Weekly homework assignments are assigned in order to not
only improve usage in writing but also improve test outcomes. A concentrated and dedicated approach to Comp Lab.
will likely have a positive effect on Composition I studies because the two are directly related.

Here are four points worth considering in your studies in Comp Lab. and all other courses:

1. Be committed: Hard work and diligence frequently lead to improvements and good grades. Commit to realizing
the best in your writing development and work hard to achieve this goal.

2. Be organized: Create a Composition Lab. schedule and dedicate time to preparing for tests and skill work

3. Be mature: Be respectful towards teachers and classmates take responsibility for your studies and seek
assistance from your instructor whenever you need

4. Be prepared and professional: Ensure all assignments and homework are submitted according to deadlines. Class
attendance and punctuality is also important to help you benefit from the course
 
________________________________________
 
(NOTE 2) Class schedule is subject to change based on class/student needs and/or extenuating circumstances.
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Class 13

Complex sentences (Part B). Grammar point is introduced and explained--clarification and review are provided
where needed. Controlled practice of the grammar point is conducted, then applied within a written passage.
Homework in either the form of a quiz and/or written passage is assigned for the following week. Week twelve's
grammar is tested in a paragraph and/or quiz.

Class 14

Noun clauses. Grammar is taught and clarification is provided where needed. Controlled practice of the grammar
point is conducted, then applied within a written passage.
Homework in either the form of a quiz and/or written passage is assigned for the following week. Week thirteen's
grammar is tested in a paragraph and/or quiz.

Class 15

Week thirteen's grammar is tested in a paragraph and/or quiz, which is then followed by a final grammar and
paragraph test. The grammar test will include a number of previously studied language points. The final
paragraph will be assessed on the accurate application of the grammar present in the grammar quiz.

Class 10

Adverbials. Grammar point is introduced and explained--clarification and review are provided where needed.
Controlled practice of the grammar point is conducted, then applied within a written passage.
Homework in either the form of a quiz and/or written passage is assigned for the following week. Week nine's
grammar is tested in a paragraph and/or quiz.

Class 11

Punctuation. Grammar point is introduced and explained--clarification and review are provided where needed.
Controlled practice of the grammar point is conducted, then applied within a written passage.
Homework in either the form of a quiz and/or written passage is assigned for the following week. Week ten's
grammar is tested in a paragraph and/or quiz.

Class 12

Complex sentences (Part A). Grammar point is introduced and explained--clarification and review are provided
where needed. Controlled practice of the grammar point is conducted, then applied within a written passage.
Homework in either the form of a quiz and/or written passage is assigned for the following week. Week eleven's
grammar is tested in a paragraph and/or quiz.

Class 7

Mixed tenses & verb tenses. Grammar points are introduced and explained--clarification and review are provided
where needed. Controlled practice of the grammar point is conducted, then applied within a written passage.
Homework in either the form of a quiz and/or written passage is assigned for the following week. Week six's
grammar is tested in a paragraph and/or quiz.

Class 8

Simple sentences. Grammar point is introduced and explained--clarification and review are provided where needed.
Controlled practice of the grammar point is conducted, then applied within a written passage.
Homework in either the form of a quiz and/or written passage is assigned for the following week. Week seven's
grammar is tested in a paragraph and/or quiz.

Class 9

Compound sentences. Grammar point is introduced and explained--clarification and review are provided where
needed. Controlled practice of the grammar point is conducted, then applied within a written passage.
Homework in either the form of a quiz and/or written passage is assigned for the following week. Week eight's
grammar is tested in a paragraph and/or quiz.
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