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Department International College of Liberal Arts

Semester Fall 2025 Yooy Trered @44/ Even/EverY Every Year
Course Number FNDNO30

Course Title Liberal Arts Preparation (Japanese)

Prerequisites Japanese Native OR N2 proficiency, AND Placement test

Course Instructor KAWAKAMI Sumie Year Available (Grade Level) |1

Subject Area Foundation Courses Number of Credits 3

Class Style Lecture Language of instruction Japanese

(NOTE 1) Depending on the class size and the capacity of the facility, we may not be able to accommodate all students who wish to register for the course

Course Description

YRS LT—Y EIFAEBERT HTL &S ?Liberal &5 T 5EDLiber (BH) ZEBREL. ArtslE ZROAA—CFRBT S 1A
PHREVCEELRETHEDNDS E] = HE] 2RTIEMD., THMBORNLBELERBEROM (TX) 1. TBELGHRZRIETIE
B LEZLNET, LML, COEEDERICOVTIHMAMHRLICLEYBAITDINTEE L, Eah THMH#O#] (TEohbhTL
BETHIE, TNEFENEDLSICESFLON? TEYBREHS] LEF?HICSHEOFTVERERHITE, BAITEL>T T&VWBEREY
#HE) FHEETEIHN?2 S LEEVERELTOWKONYRFLT—YDEHRETYT ., AI—XIYBEERVGREAISAHL. V)T«
AN oFDT REHES) ENEEHDIEEBELELET, RETEHEMBICHTIENERA, VV—FEFTILTERER
O, TNTNOR[EZHBLET ., BEEIBARETITION., SEFEOABRSANSEBADRETYARSLT—VEZETHHITRH
BRVERAN GBERISBOEAEWN) | YUH—FA. TAR—+ARE, ERELGIELALDOIZIA=r—2a VRAFLERZVET, BXT
WSIT—TIE HEER. FA4N—2T1 A2 L—P30, EDRR HRBBLEZRKITEVET,

What does Liberal Arts mean? As the term 'liberal’ originates from the Latin word "liber' or free, liberal arts can be
defined as the art of 'freeing oneself’ from intellectual boundaries or of creating a 'free' and just society. However, the
very definition of the term has been a target of academic debates for centuries. Any scholarly attempt to define the term
must take into consideration a broad range of issues. If we are the subject of an intellectual framework, who sets it and
how? How can we break free of such boundaries? Who should define what a just society is, especially in a contemporary
culture that is so diverse? This course will focus on looking at things from multiple perspectives and developing critical
thinking skills. Students are required to read materials on current affairs, understand the topics in greater depth, do
additional research, form opinions “based on facts,” and discuss them in an academic setting. This introductory course,
conducted in Japanese, provides the foundation for reading, researching, and debating skills essential for Japanese-speaking
students who are set to study in English-speaking institutions overseas. It will cover a variety of issues, including social
justice, diversity and inclusion, business news, and world affairs.

Class plan based on course
evaluation from previous
academic year

KUBAL)—ETA— RNV IRBMLVEWVSFEENSDBELEICGR., EARI—IT—FE., J4— KN\ oty avz&kTET,
Based on students’ requests for more timely feedback about their performance, the instructor gives one feedback session to
each of the students.

Course related to the
instructor’ s practical
experience (Summary of
exper ience)

Sumie Jasmine Kawakami is a teacher, writer, and translator. Having begun her career as a journalist at the Mainichi
Shimbun, she has worked for major wire services, magazines, and a TV station. She has lived in Canada, where she gained her
master’ s degree in political science, and traveled to a dozen countries and feels her experience can help many ESL students
overcome their fear of  “not being good enough” at English. As an ESL teacher, she enjoys listening to students’
achievements and adventures. As a writer, she spends long hours on research and interviews and turns the lives of “ordinary
people” - as well as business leaders and entrepreneurs - into moving, heartfelt stories. Over the years, she has
published several non-fiction books in both Japanese and English. In her most recent book, she explored her estranged
relationship with her mother, who was facing the end of her life due to a severe illness. In writing this book, she found
ways to cope with the end-of-life reality of her Mom’ s cancer. She loves music and yoga and is an avid endurance athlete.
Her love of the mountains led her to move with her husband from Tokyo to Yamanashi.
2003 - 2019 Freelance news translator/writer at NHK/ NHK World Japan

2016 Published “Dear Mom, I Hate You: Things I Learn By Fighting With My Dying Mom, ”
Makino Shuppan )

2014 - 2019 English lecturer at Japan Times Academy (TOEIC ) and a university in western Tokyo

200 1 - 2003 Senior Editor at J@pan Inc (English - language business monthly magazine)

1995 - 2001 Freelance writer/editor for Market News (US newswire), JAL inflight magazine ‘Winds,” and other publications
Before 2000 Mainichi Shimbun Newspaper Reporter Japanese e), Knight-Ridder Financial Tokyo Senior Correspondent (English),
and Freelance Writer for other publications 1995 MA in Political Science University of British Columbia, BC, Canada
http://www. yguppr. net/2002051abo_main. html

http://www. yguppr. net/200205|ab/albm. html

https://etsjapan. jp/toef|/webmagazine/educators—class/2101/

(non-fiction in Japanese, from
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Learning Goals

BPENSGHIO—NILETHTIvIBETREATOCERBERE LT, UTO4DZEMELET,
(1) FAR—EPTARAYLIVEBLTIUTAHLIUXUT GREMEE) 2555
(2) MEEERMY. JO—NILERENOHTTIERBEES
(3) ERHGIVY—FXFIL, ZRAEHITDOITD
(4) BFEMBEICET 2 ERNGEE, EENEFETS
To prepare students for an international academic environment, this course is designed to help students:
(1) learn basic debating skills to present ideas, argue, counter—argue, rebut/defend your arguments, or modify them when
necessary. This process is designed to help students develop critical thinking skills.
(2) learn how to take an interdisciplinary, global approach
(3) build basic research and reading skills
(4) gain basic knowledge of / vocabulary on current affairs

iCLA Diploma Policy

DP1./DP2./DP3./DP4

iCLA Diploma Policy

(DP1) To Value Knowledge — Having high oral and written communication skills to be able to both comprehend and transfer knowledge

(DP2) To Be Able to Adapt to a Changing World - Having critical, creative, problem-solving, intercultural skills, global and independent mindset to adopt to

a changing world

(DP3) To Believe in Collaboration - Having a disposition to work effectively and inclusively in teams

(DP4) To Act from a Sense of Personal and Social Responsibility - Having good ethical and moral values to make positive impacts in the world

Active Learning Methods

Problem-Based Learning.~Discussion, Debate.Group Work

More details/supplemental
information on Active Learning
Methods

(1) F«_R—FXK& 2@ 2 debate sessions (2) PBL(Project-Based Learning) EAMICETRTOREN., T—<IZEIZEHHD
AFXLEBHOTWKETITHONET, All classes are conducted through project-based learning. (3) Group Work Group Work &
[EREHBEE B,

Use of ICT

UNIPAIC & 518 A, BEHEER. 71— F1vY

Contents of class preparation
and review

ERFE RAOBENRDOEDR Hours expected|3 hours Hours expected |2 hours
ERFPE  LREOBREFEOES to be spent to be spent on
preparing for class review
class (hours (hours per
per week) week)

Feedback Methods

UNIPA and e-mail kawakami. sumie@c2c. ac. jp

Grading Criteria

Grading Methods Grading Weights Grading Content
T4 RN— |/ RERH/ RXGTERE 40%
Active Participation 30%
5 30%
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Required Textbook (s)

#o, HL<E2EICTE, NIPAIZ7 vy ITOa—FLET, BUEET—FICE&2TEDLYET,
To be provided every week or every two weeks on UNIPA depending on the length and depth of the issue.

Other Reading Materials/URL

T—<ZEIZUNIPAIZT » L E S, To be uploaded to UNIPA.

Plagiarism Policy

ER-BBICOVWTIIBERNTHHROVETH, MR OVWTIHICLADZEFEE ZE S0, We will cover the issue of plagiarism
in class. For details, please refer to the iCLA student handbook.

Other Additional Notes
(Outline crucial policies and
info not mentioned above)

¥IZZE L, None

(NOTE 2) Class schedule is subject to change

Class Schedule

Class Number

Content

Class 1

SSNRADEBA. VX T L (UNIPA) BEnfEREsR
Syllabus & System (UNIPA) Check
YRSLT—v ElF?

What is a Liberal Arts education?

1. % definitions

2, ER history

Class 2

Week1-2

What is a Liberal Arts education?

3. URSLT—YDERERLEGERARUIICHLEN? ZRIET S

Major elements of liberal arts/ Why are they important for modern society?

Class 3

Week 2-1
What's liberal arts education? Why do you study liberal arts?

1. What's a liberal arts education?

Write your opinion using the materials we studied in class.
BETRAREIELEZFE ST, URFUT—YERFAMENTLEZE,

2. Why do you study liberal arts?

Write your opinion using the materials we studied in class.
BETRZARILEFE ST, URFLT—VEESEHEZENTLLEEL,

Class 4

Week 2-2
HICEOTHEEN? TRIIBMELAT, [EE] OFRDENEMND
Truth According to Whom? Let's compare newspaper articles and see how different their claims are.

BiZ :

HEREFAMNERIET D ETIYTA AL UXRUTEREDD

RRAATAT (GHMA T4 7) LHEBOEDEOHEERADERZERT S

Objectives:

Develop critical thinking skills by examining the concept of truth

Gain a basic understanding of how traditional media interact with public opinion or authorities.

In this segment, we will compare and contrast media reports/press releases, and speeches on the same topic from various
countries/ companies, and study how different their tones are.

Example 1: the end of WNII (Japan, South Korea, and China)

Example 2: Japan’ s defense spending (Japanese newspaper, the New York Times, Xinhua, and Yonhap)

Class 5

Week 3-1
HICESTOEERA?IRAIZMELAT, [EE] OBROENEHND
Truth According to Whom? Let’s compare newspaper articles and see how different their claims are.

B4Z :

BERLIANERIMTEIETIITAOLI VXU TERDD

TRAATAT UBHBA T« 7) LHEHB/BOEDEOHEEROEREERT S

Objectives:

Develop critical thinking skills by examining the concept of truth

Gain a basic understanding of how traditional media interact with public opinion or authorities.

In this segment, we will compare and contrast media reports/press releases, and speeches on the same topic from various
countries/ companies, and study how different their tones are.

Example 1: the end of WWII (Japan, South Korea, and China)

Example 2: Japan’ s defense spending (Japanese newspaper, the New York Times, Xinhua, and Yonhap)

3/6



2025/4/9

Week 3-2
T4 —~— kX% /Debate (1)
RBIFHIXPL Y21 DPREIZChatGPTZ (L O LT DERAIDFERAEHFAIT HEIRENEM?

Should universities allow students to use ChatGPT for their essays and papers?

Class 6 #= Lecture on basic facts
Week 4-1
T 14—~—hrK%K /Debate (1)
RBIFHIXPL Y21 OPREIZChatGPTZ (L H LT DERAIDFERAEHFAIT HEIRENEM?
Should universities allow students to use ChatGPT for their essays and papers?
Class 7 4 )L— J#{# Group Preparation
Week 4-2
T4 —~— K%K / Debate (1)
RBIFHBIXPL Y214 ODPREIZChatGPTZ (L O LT DERAIDFERAEHFAIT HIRENEM?
Should universities allow students to use ChatGPT for their essays and papers?
Class 8 Debate
504> 50 minutes
Week 5-1
T4 —~_— kK% / Debate (1)
REFHIXOI v 24 ORE(ZChatCPTOEREHAT HIRENEN?
Should universities allow students to use ChatGPT for their essays and papers?
Reflection
1) TAR—FEBLTREALIEL  SEDTAA—FEELTCIOREOEMO EDANRI-EFERBVETM?
Which part of the course objectives do you think you have achieved by the debate? How do you assess your achievement?
* CDIBEDBM : Course Objectives
Class 9 (1) learn basic debating skills to present ideas, argue, counter-argue, defend their ideas or modify them when necessary =
Critical Thinking Skills
-(2) learn how to take an interdisciplinary, Global Approach =Critical Thinking Skills
-(3) build basic research, reading, and writing skills =Academic Writing Skills
- (4) gain basic knowledge of / vocabulary on current affairs = General Knowledge
2) TAR—FZBLTIOMBEITOVWTOERNEDY ELEN?EDL>TUAL., EEZLBE. TOEHE, TholBXIEEIC
[FESIEDL M ZEBRRTLLZEY,
How did the debate change your views on the issue? If your answer is no, please |list the reasons why you think so. If your
answer is yes, please write how your views have changed.
Week 5-2
XZFEELO vy U ILEXIELERD
VI—YRETODRXERRIOTETT—ay
Literature can go beyond historical, national, and cultural borders. Three adaptations of Shakespeare's Hamlet.
-Lecture - @&
Watch three performances of Hamlet, Act 3, Scene 1.
Kenneth Branagh HD (performed in 2013).
Class 10 https://www. youtube. com/watch?v=S juZq-8PUw0&t=52se
Andrew Scott performed in 2019/01/01«
https://www. youtube. com/watch?v=q6CLdC19TBO&t=115se
Paapa Essiedu Performed in 2018/01/17¢ /3—/8 Iz K (ZvyP—FKw)
https://www. youtube. com/watch?v=7dZMJM-LGzQ&t=145s
Paapa Essiedu on Hamlet | Hamlet | 2016 | Royal Shakespeare Company
2020/11/04
https://www. youtube. com/watch?v=s5gFSbG janM
Week 6-1
XZEFEELO vy U ILEXIELERD
VI—YRETODRXEERIOTETT— a3y
Literature can go beyond historical, national, and cultural borders. Three adaptations of Shakespeare's Hamlet.
RRE
(M FEE/I—YEEL S Recital
Class 11 2 Tvt14%E Essay Writing
Write a 5-paragraph essay on the performance you like the most. The essay must contain
1) A thesis statement
2) at least two reasons why you like it
3) Support these reasons with examples, details, and facts.
4) A concluding statement
5) Include a rebuttal if you can (You will get extra points on this category of critical thinking)
Week 6-2
SMXDEEFA How to write a paper (APA Style)
5|FA®MHA How to quote
EZ5&(E What is plagiarism?
Class 12
Week 7-1
WX EEVYEY, UH—FOILAH (REEOHELVA)
How to research, How to use the liberary
Class 13
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Week 7-2

IxA=a—X, SNS, EFROBER: LY Fr—

Fake News, Social Media, and Freedom of Speech: Lecture

https://ygufaculties—my. sharepoint. com/:p:/g/personal/kawakami_sumie_c2c_ac_jp/EUmqltdd3atBh|DggHbxrc4B62-
yLmgnzAwx6bdeVi4nHA?e=Skzvfi

B#Y :

GUTAAN - DoFVTRFNEEDD EHEDRAERET D)

Glass 14 USR (EHR) % REH s ERNLARED TS
DT TRAY T FOERIBEFES
Objectives -
Develop critical thinking skills by examining the concept of freedom -Look at both sides of an argument
Gain a basic understanding of evaluating sources
Gain a basic understanding of working with web content and Al software
Week 8-1
T4 =a—R, NS, EROBEH: ERIC=2—XZFMLTHD EFE: (1) HE (2) B, (3) FF. (4) ¥4 +ERK
DIERME. (5) YA FTHTWAEREDLEK, (5) CAETOEBLLESESH. (6) ThEHEREMICHE
Fake News, Social Media, and Freedom of Speech: News Evaluation
B
Class 15 GUTANN - 2OoF D TRXNERDS AHDRRERET S)
V—R ([EHRIR) ZRIBOHDIERNGMBEDTD
DT JPAIY T FOEBEMEERER
Objectives -
Develop critical thinking skills by examining the concept of freedom -Look at both sides of an argument
Gain a basic understanding of evaluating sources
Gain a basic understanding of working with web content and Al software
Week 8-2
Debate (2) ¥4 _"—hrKX2@
EERBEDNSOEREEADTFMICANSZNENE SH?
Should potential employers consider an applicant’ s social media during a job application?
%% Lecture on basic facts
Class 16
Week 9-1
Debate (2) 74 A—hKEQ
DEERBEDONSOEREZEADTFMICANZRENE SH?
Should potential employers consider an applicant’ s social media during a job application?
5 IL—J#{# Group Preparation
Class 17
Week 9-2
Debate (2) 74 X—bKEQ
DEERBEDONSOEREZEADTFMANDZRENE SH?
Should potential employers consider an applicant’ s social media during a job application?
Debate 5 0%
Class 18
Week 10-1
Debate (2) 74 "—bKEQ
DEERBEDONSOEREZADTFMANZRENE S H?
Should potential employers consider an applicant’ s social media during a job application?
5278 : Reflection
MTAR—FEBLTHEAEIL  SEDTAR—FZ2ELTIOREDENDEDHAINRI-E-LERNETM?
Which part of the course objectives do you think you have achieved by the debate? How do you assess your achievement?
* CDIBEDBM : Course Objectives
Class 19 (1) learn basic debating skills to present ideas, argue, counter-argue, defend their ideas or modify them when necessary =
Critical Thinking Skills
-(2) learn how to take an interdisciplinary, Global Approach =Critical Thinking Skills
-(3) build basic research, reading, and writing skills =Academic Writing Skills
- (4) gain basic knowledge of / vocabulary on current affairs = General Knowledge
2) TAR—+EBLTIOMBITOVWTOERNEDY ELEN?EDL>TUAEL., EEZLBE. TOEBA, TholBXIEEIC
FESELSFMEBRRTLZEL,
How did the debate change your views on the issue? If your answer is no, please |list the reasons why you think so. If your
answer is yes, please write how your views have changed.
Week 10-2
SMEHBID{ER Presentations on students’ plans for research papers.
Class 20
Week 11-1
SMEHBIDFE Presentations on students’ plans for research papers.
Class 21
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Class

Week 11-2

&% LA Equality and Equity

Lecture

Global Gender Gap Report 2024

https://www. weforum. org/publications/global-gender—-gap-report-2024/
S ERBLARSEAE

https://www. cao. go. jp/press/new_wave/20240624. html

Class

Week 13-1

FZE L/NIE Equality and Equity

Lecture

Global Gender Gap Report 2024

https://www. weforum. org/publications/global-gender-gap-report-2024/
SHe EMBLXRSEAE

https://www. cao. go. jp/press/new_wave/20240624. html

Class

Week 13-2
ESTNEBREOELEENHENT 502
How can we narrow the wage gap by gender?

<TN—TFF4 ANy a>> Group discussion
ZFLELAREBLDIRED, BLHLTNEEALGHENNRMNES
e g THDBENDLRVEBTEILEEBELTHESED 4L

Class

Week 13-2

ESTNEBEOELEENHENT 50 ?

How can we narrow the wage gap by gender?
GIN—TFF4Rhviar FE&o Group discussion

Class

HEOKEEFYT10ERESM The World s Biggest Companies & Richest People

B

BECEEOERMWLTRAFEEES

HAZFOREEORE/RBLEOEREESN

Objectives -

Learn basic terms on economics and finance

Learn how the world’ s economy and big companies work (and, how big they are.)

Class

HEOKEE by T10ERKESM The World s Biggest Companies & Richest People

B8 -
BREOREORBMUABEESN
EREFOREEORE/MRELEOEREESR

Objectives -
Learn basic terms on economics and finance
Learn how the world’” s economy and big companies work (and how big they are)

Class

HEOKELE by T10EKESM The World s Biggest Companies & Richest People

B8 -
BREOREORBMUMABEESN
EREFOREEORE/MRELEOEREESR

Objectives -
Learn basic terms on economics and finance
Learn how the world” s economy and big companies work (and how big they are)

Class

SHICENE Writing research papers

Class

IR #&RYIRY Submission of research papers/ Wrapping up. ..

6/6



